
Lucketts Elementary School ~ PTA Meeting Minutes 
May 8, 2019 ~ 7:00 PM 

● Welcome / Introductions 
○ Carolyn Clement 
○ Amy Tribié 
○ Diane Fulton 
○ Hollie Fischer-McTiernan  
○ Liz Malone 
○ Ashleigh Barraco 
○ Corey Lawson 
○ Toni Soliday 
○ Julie Kaiser 
○ Farrah Daly 
○ Karyn Price 
○ Kathy Percey 
○ Lisa Winters 
○ Hatsumi Mann 
○ Jeff Jackson 
○ Liza 

 
 

● Principal’s Report - Carolyn Clement 
○ 301 students  
○ Very successful 5th grade musical - 1st one so we learned a lot.  Each student wrote an 

index card to Mrs. Nei about the play and their responses were very positive. 
○ We need substitutes.  Doesn’t pay a lot but it’s so rewarding.  Process takes 4 months. 
○ Thank you for making sure students are coming well rested and fed.  Please make sure 

lap tops come charged. 
○ Thank for being here and for everything you do. 

 
● Cactoctin School Board Members 

○ Jenna Alexander - flyer, Hunt District PTA Director - advocacy at State and Fed level. 
VP of advocacy for VA PTA on wide range of issues.  Started at Hamilton PTA treasurer 
and president.  Imperative that you deeply understand issues and articulate them.  Has 
had this voice 

○ STAR - security, transparent communication, arts and, rural  
○ Focus groups provided insight on safety, we need to continue to work to resolve those 

items. 
○ John Bailey - teacher and admin at private school, son in school 

■ Support parents and make sure their dreams and desires are listened to 
■ Parents are the best judges of their children's abilities 
■ Experience with skills  - access to great literature, historical context,  
■ Teach our children about how to navigate resources 
■ Provide creative outlets - music and art are worth our time and efforts 
■ Working in education - understand the challenges of schools, I have to 

maintain a budget  
■ Not a business, a calling 

○ Zerell  
■ 12 year resident invested in the community 
■ Intentionally chose the area because of the small, good schools, 

community  
■ Intimate learning experiences and wants that opportunity for all who are 

interested 



■ 3 LCPS graduates - wanted to know opportunities for my kids; staff at the 
admin and at the school could engage with me. 

■ Grandma - gave her a love of learning - still engaged and in love of learning 
■ Diverse learners and not all of us take the traditional route 

● Need to pay attention to all the diverse populations. 
■ Amy asked a question about the expansion - Phyllis Randall, etc.  

● Position on a new school for Lucketts 
○ John is definitely in favor of a new school for Lucketts 
○ Zerell is in favor of a new school and the modernization of 

Lucketts - we do need to maintain the integrity of small 
schools  

○ Jenna - we had a new school within the budget and then 
didn’t- need to look at renovation based on the capacity of 
growth and find the best solution 

■ Liza asked about the thoughts in controlling drug abuse in the Middle and 
High School - son said you can’t go into restrooms without marijuana or 
vape. 

● Zerell - Believe its a problem but want to encourage that the board 
adopts a policy that involves includes parent collaboration.  Rather 
than having policies thrown on them include them in the round 
table discussions.  Bringing parents in and making sure that their 
voices are heard.  Baord needs to invest in community and parents 

● Jenna- Hunt hosted a board discussion - generational problem - 
don’t understand the vaping tools used - general assembly - age for 
vaping tools raised to 21 - should remove components for Vape 
products for schools.  Changing suspension rules for vaping which 
should be being followed.  Hopes that PTA at Tuscarora would 
touch base 

● John - I know its a problem.  It’s a problem at our school.  Having 
parents know what the devices look like to prevent them in the 
schools.  Bathrooms are tough because we want to respect 
student’s privacy.  

■ Liza asked if they did drug testing in sports 
● Response was no 

■ Teetering around that magic 300 number.  Impacts our staffing 
significantly.  

● President’s Report - Amy Tribié 
○ 2 new Committees - Family Fun Committee - we want to add more events like Movie 

Night, board game night 
■ Musical Committee - taking items off her list like Costumes - Toni Soliday and 

Amy Tribié will chair 
○ Order Field Day shirts by 5/19 
○ Hatusmi Mann - Volunteer of the Year for Hunt District - took on after school programs, 

color run, etc.  Supported Lucketts significantly this year.  Congratulations! 
○ Library Books - tradition of selecting books donated to library from PTA members who 

are stepping down 
■ Guiness Book of World Record - 5 copies coming soon 

○ Ice Cream churns - a gentleman is still interested in purchasing them 
○ Year in Review - it was an awesome 2 years.  We keep doing more and more and it 

takes a village.  
 

● VP1 Community Partnerships Report - Hatsumi Mann 
○ Community Partners - we have so many on the back of the agenda 



○ Lucketts Line - new designs posted on FB when ready - tank line, LOVE Lucketts items 
coming back  

○ Spirit Wear Chair - touch base with company, pick spirit wear designs, etc.  
○ Liza’s considering 

 
● VP2 Family Engagement Report - Corey Lawson 

○ Muffins with Moms is Friday, May 10th - can be grandma, aunt, sister  
■ We could still use an extra set of hands  

○ Donuts with Dad May 24th 
■ Sign-up genius prepping 

○ Committee Sign-up will be live soon 
○  

● Treasurer’s Report - Julie Kaiser 
○ Budget review 
○ Color Run - 5K  

■ Raised $4,920 
■ Donations covered most - $3411.71 

○ Silent Auction and ANO aren’t on there because 4/23 is the statement end 
■ Amazing Job! - about $11,801  

○ VOTE:  Approve Monthly Report 
● Issues with weather on the Silent Auction- so there’s still some more $ 

going into the account 
● Kathy asked about PTA fundraising questions 

○ Bylaws were not changed for PTAs 
■ 1st Motion - Kathy Percey 
■ 2nd Motion - Jeff Jackson 
■ All in favor 

○ 2019-2020 Budget 
■ Removed some line items: Giant - no $ came in, BoxTops - budgeted income 

reduced since it’s going digital, 
■ * new from this school year and there are sublines. Add * to turkey drive on 

income 
■ Renamed a couple budget line items to clarify - teacher/classroom 

reimbursements  & Grade level reimbursements to teacher/staff reimbursements 
○ Hollie mentioned knowing the success of the Color Run we propose - every other year 

ANO/Silent Auction and switch to 5K 
○ Feedback from membership at the 1st meeting - and adjust in the fall. 
○ FB poll - to gauge people 

■ Discussed other options - carnival - Color Runs, Family Events and look at 
spreading the funds in that  

○ 150 people raised over $11000 is crazy 
○ Smarts Mill - $20 Family Night at Vanish food and drink 

■  
○ VOTE:  Approve 2019-2020 Budget 

■ 1st Motion - Kathy Percey 
■ 2nd Motion - Jeff Jackson 
■ All in favor 

○ Lisa Wenners requesting - line item for technology.  All the chromebooks are coming to 
school dead.  25 cords around my room - buy 3-5 charging carts so it’s no longer a safety 
issue.  Look into making sure that warranty issues won’t be impacted.  

■ Table for right now to see if county will pay for it -  it’s definitely a need 
■ See if we can get sponsors, grants, etc. 

○ Lisa Wenners 2nd request - we run out of colored ink because it’s nicer to see some 
things.  



■ Colored ink is a huge request from the school- we had no colored ink left in 
January.  It would be great if we have a surplus of colored ink. 

■ 2 Color printers - regular sized printers - teacher’s lounge colored ink printer is 
relatively cheaper on ink. 

■ Laser ink is more expensive 
○ Please keep donating gently used shoes and boxtops. 

● Secretary’s Report - Lauren O’Laughlin  
(Communications:  Emails, Weekly Updates from Mrs. Clement, PeachJar, Flyers, Facebook, Website, Suggestion Box)  

○ VOTE:  Approve April Minutes 
■ 1st Motion - Ashleigh Barraco 
■ 2nd Motion - Jeff Jackson 
■ All in favor 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS/ GREATER COMMUNITY: 

● Enrichment Clubs:  Rudy Youth (Karyn Price) - Karyn showed the final product of the flag, 
American Citizens Club  - 6 students passed - a 2nd grader passed, 3rd grader passed; 5th grade 
classroom teachers get gift cards(Karyn Price), Chorus - performing at Hershey Park this 
weekend(Briana Nei), Running Club (Ashley Carlson & Matt D’Anna), Clay Club (Karyn Price) 

● Nominating Committee - Amy Hassall, Lauren Johns, & Karyn Price: Nomination of 
candidates for Lucketts PTA Executive Board 2019-2020, election to be held at 5/8 PTA Meeting.  

○ Lauren - President 
○ Secretary - Hollie Fischer-McTiernan 
○ VP2 - Jeff Jackson 
○ VP1- Hatsumi Mann 
○ Treasurer - Farrah Daly 

● Staff Appreciation Committee - Christy Cottrell  and Corey Lawson - It’s been going great. 
They had chair massages, concession cart, dessert bar, lunch catered by Roots, Gift card 
donations for raffle.  Thank you to everyone who donated! 

● Advocacy Committee - Alice Arnold & Serene Irani - advocating for  
○ Vote to advocate to restore the .5 part time Library Assistant position -  
○ Jenna discussed media specialist, standards of quality - this is the year to ask for those 

changes.  General Assembly hasn’t funded it.  State give $ to fund it at a certain rate but 
we have County $ wanting it to fund it more.  Need staffing standardized modernized 

■ VOTE: 
■ Motioned: Kathy Percey 
■ Seconded: Karyn Price 
■ All in Favor. 

● Adult Night Out Committee - Hollie Fischer-McTiernan & Liz Malone  
○ It was awesome!  Food was delicious, donuts were awesome.  Vanish was phenomenal - 

please thank them for their support.  
● Yearbook Committee - Karyn Price Orders due this Friday, 4/4 
● Landscaping Committee - Nicky Bailey Lucketts Gardening Day 5/4, Signup Genius coming 

soon 
○ Received donations from flowers, Hollie Fischer McTiernan for flowers, Diamond Turf, 

Teachers - 11, 6 families donated time on Saturday 
○ Karyn mentioned that Saturday mornings in the spring are tough with sports. 
○ People don’t realize the time and effort going into it. 
○ Most people who came staff members on the committee 

● Color Run - need volunteers for everything 
■ We can’t do all of these events and fund all of these things without. 

 
Executive Board 2019-2020 
President - Lauren O’Laughlin 
VP1 - Hatsumi Mann 



VP2 - Jeff Jackson 
Treasurer - Farrah Daly 
Secretary - Hollie McTiernan 
 
 
Board approved 
 
“I'm John Beatty. I'm a parent of a Waterford elementary student, I'm a teacher, and I'm an administrator 
at a private school. I'm running for the Catoctin seat because I think I will bring a unique perspective to 
the school board, but most importantly, I’m running to speak up for parents, and to listen to their desires 
and dreams.  
 
We all know every child learns differently and it seems that school systems sometimes forget that parents 
are their children's primary educators and parents are also the best judges of their children’s abilities. I 
will work to further these roles and support parents with resources and administration transparency. 
 
I understand the fundamental skills our children need to navigate a complex world because I know what 
skills buoyed me in the journey through this post great recession economy. Our students need the basics: 
reading, writing, and arithmetic. They need the influence of great literature. They need a strong historical 
context for our current local, national, and global affairs; a context that could solve a lot of our societal 
woes. They need an ability to parse through the vast amounts of information presented by honest and 
dishonest people. They need outlets where they can practice the creativity demanded by our modern 
world. Arts and music programs are worth our time and treasure, as these programs provide real world, 
on your feet thinking.  All the world is still a stage, and our children need the right lines.  
 
Working in education, I make tough decisions often, prudently spending the dollars allocated to me, and 
I'm going to bring that experience to the board. Education isn't a business, it's a calling, and I know how to 
respond to that duty of preparing our children to be free citizens of this county, commonwealth, and 
country.  
 
I ask for your support, and I’m happy to answer any questions you may have. I have a website with more 
information at jb4va.com.  
 
Together, we will provide the best environment for our children to learn and thrive.  
 
Thank you!” 
 
Thanks again, 
 
John Beatty 
 
 
Zerell Johnson-Welch 
Zerell Johnson-Welch is a 12-year resident of the Catoctin District in Loudoun County. She and her 
husband chose this area for the good schools, the small-town charm, and the strong sense of community. 
They also raised three children who successfully matriculated through LCPS and have since gone on to 
graduate from Virginia Tech, the University of Virginia and The College of William and Mary. Zerell states 
that she came from a family where ‘education was not optional, hard work was expected and community 
service was practiced’. That’s why this campaign for the Catoctin District seat on the Loudoun County 
School Board is not just business for her – it’s personal. 
  

http://jb4va.com/


Zerell believes that investing in our children is a direct investment in our future that will yield tangible 
dividends for our community and our country. With this philosophy in mind, she has consistently 
supported, managed and founded various groups and organizations that aim to support our students in a 
meaningful and relatable way. A few examples are: charter member of Tuscarora High School PTSO 
leadership, Communication & Social Media Chair of Sit! Stay! Watch! Productions at THS, and Chair to 
the Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee. In addition to her work within these groups, she 
has organized four town halls that have effectively brought together multiple educational and community 
resources -- the Special Education Advisory Committee, the Loudoun County Board of Supervisors, the 
Loudoun County School Board, our local law enforcement, and our elected officials former 
Congresswomen Comstock and Congresswomen Wexton -- to address our community’s concerns.  
  
Zerell also brings a wealth of knowledge from her professional career to the table. She is an attorney by 
training. She served on the board of directors of a non-profit organization and as the Executive Director of 
two non-profit organizations. Her professional training in advocacy and negotiation, as well as her ability 
to navigate through legislation, identify and resolve complex issues, are essential for this position. She is 
a quick learner and has very sharp analytical skills. She’s assisted several Boards with developing clear 
visions and strategic goals for their organizations and she is an excellent communicator. She has 
developed budgets, monitored expenditures and is no stranger to making difficult decisions that ultimately 
support a more fiscally sound organization and the option for future growth. She believes in transparency, 
accountability and outreach. As your Catoctin School Board representative, she will be accessible and 
demonstrate a willingness to communicate directly with the community about the Board’s progress and its 
challenges. She plans to hold bi-monthly small round tables in our various Catoctin communities to 
ensure each family’s voice has an opportunity to be considered. 
 
Good Evening,  
  
It’s nice to be here with you again this evening, and certainly under better circumstances than when I 
visited with you earlier this year.  
  
For those of you that may not remember, I’m Jenna Alexander.  I’m currently the Vice President of 
Advocacy for the Virginia PTA, I advocate on behalf of our 240,000 members of the Virginia PTA on a 
wide range of state and federal education funding and policy concerns.  
  
For the past two years I’ve been the Director of the Hunt District PTA.  In that role, I provided training, 
guidance and advocacy support to the 52 PTAs in Loudoun County and our 300+ PTA officers who 
support 10,500 PTA members across Loudoun, including your wonderful Lucketts Elementary PTA Board 
and families.  
  
I previously served as the Hamilton Elementary PTA Treasurer for a year and as the Hamilton Elementary 
PTA President for two years.  
  
So, I intimately understand how important our schools are to our rural communities and the burden that 
falls on the PTAs and families of our smaller schools to advocate for the needs and interests of our 
communities and the need to stay engaged and vigilant about what is happening at the School Board.  
  
I’ve been following LCPS School Board policies and speaking at committee meetings and board meetings 
for the past five years. Initially, I was focused on keeping Hamilton Elementary open. However, during my 
term as Hamilton PTA President, I formed a coalition with the other small school PTA and PTO 
Presidents so that we could advocate together to bring back full time principals, address the understaffing 
of our library and technology teachers as well as bring attention to renovating our aging school buildings.  
  



While I’ve remained an active advocate for the needs of our small school communities, I’ve also been 
working with parents across the county on a wide range of issues over the past two years and have 
worked hard to rebuild the Hunt District PTA, taking it from near obscurity to a robust advocacy 
association that ensures that our parents have a seat and voice at the table. The Hunt District PTA hosted 
several Community Conversations this year and participated in several focus groups with LCPS 
Administration on; School Safety (including buses, security vestibules, mental health and threat 
assessment), Student Health (including impact of technology, Sources of Strength and the school 
nutrition program), and grading and assessment practices.  
  
I’m excited about serving as the Catoctin District School Board representative, because it’s a natural 
progression of the work I am already doing serving our community for the past 5 years and I think it’s 
important that rural Loudoun and our parent communities have a strong advocate on the School Board.  
  
A couple of things that I’ve ‘STAR’red as priorities that I want to ensure LCPS addresses are:  
  
S = Safety 
There is nothing more important that the safety of our students!  We need to re-evaluate bus 
transportation so that our kids aren’t walking down gravel roads, expedite the renovation of our aging 
school buildings and continue to invest in strong mental health programs. 
  
T  = Transparent Communication 
It’s critical that the Loudoun County School Board stretch beyond it’s current communication style to truly 
connect with the parents and teachers to ensure that they are informed and have a voice in the 
development of policies. 
  
A = Arts and K-12 World Languages 
We’ve made great strides in ensuring there are technology supports for our students, but I think we need 
to re-emphasize the arts and opportunities to be creative. In particular, I would like to see K-12 world 
language exposure for our students. Languages help us present ideas, discoveries, needs and 
aspirations and informs how we understand others, ourselves and cultures around us. Learning a second 
language has academic benefits and helps support economic, diplomatic, scientific and cultural work.  
  
R = Rural Workforce development and Economy 
We need to expand agricultural education and career workforce development to better support Loudoun’s 
rural economy. Our students should have opportunities for hands-on learning in school gardens and we 
need to connect our farmers with opportunities to distribute food into the school lunch program, thus 
supporting the rural economy and the health of our students.  
  
Professionally, I worked in the Investments and Capital Markets industry for 10 years managing strategic 
business change projects that had million dollar budgets and would bring in several billion dollars for the 
company. I am extremely skilled at communicating complex topics and looking for different ways to 
address problems while still respecting the needs and concerns of every stakeholder.  
  
I know that my unique experience working directly with parents across the county, extensive knowledge of 
education issues and policies, professional background in finance and product development and 
passionate support for the unique communities in our District will ensure that our Catoctin families have a 
strong advocate and voice on the Loudoun County School Board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


